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NEWS TIPS
As Pope John Paul II prepares to celebrate the 25th anniversary of his papacy on Oct.16,
his closest advisers are asking for prayers for his health. University of Dayton theologians are
available to comment on his papacy- and his legacy.

A LEGEND- Pope John Paul II has been one of the great leaders of the 20th century, according
to Dennis Doyle, associate professor of religious studies at the University of Dayton and author of
The Church Emerging from Vatican II: A popular approach to contemporary Catholicism.
"John Paul II brought the Gospel in a very personal way to Catholics and others throughout the
globe. He connected with his audience, whether that be tens of thousands in a stadium or millions
through the eye of the camera. His ability to connect personally and authentically has been an
important factor in making Catholicism a driving force in our post-modern world," says Doyle.
"He took very seriously many progressive reforms -such as ecumenism, collegiality, the role of
the laity and women, religious freedom, enculturation, justice and ecology- but, at the same time,
he subordinated them to a spiritual renewal that preserves many traditional structures," he says.
"If you look ~t women's ordination, you don't see him as progressive, but within his own horizon,
he affirms the equality and dignity of women and men. When it comes to salvation, he says
women receive in order to give. And that's what it really means to be a Christian. Men have to
learn how to do that from women. Apart from the issue of ordination, John Paul II has much to
say in support of the dignity of women. This pattern of pursuing progressive ends while preserving
traditional church teaching and structure carries over to many other issues."
The pope deepened Catholic social teaching through three major encyclicals - Laborem Exercens
(1981), Sollicitudo Rei Socialis (1987) and Centesimus Annus (1991). "His teachings have been
helpful in coming to grips with the post-Cold War era. The pope, who helped to bring down the
Soviet bloc, was not content with an 'anything-goes' style of capitalism," according to Doyle.
"His latest encyclical (Centesimus Annus) is an endorsement of the free-market economy with its
tremendous possibilities and an outline of the serious qualifications that must be taken into
consideration if the free market is to contribute to the making of a just world. His combination of
affirmation and warning makes for a penetrating analysis of the current state of the globe."
For media interviews, contact Dennis Doyle at (937) 229-4219, 278-0577 or
Dennis.Doyle@notes. udayton.edu.
THE GREAT COMMUNICATOR-John Paul II utilized the media as effectively as Ronald
Reagan, contends Terrence Tilley, professor of religious studies at the University of Dayton.
"Whether that media attractiveness has translated into changed behavior on the part of young
people who would flock to his appearances, or has done anything to unify and heal a church
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fractured by the priestly sexual misconduct scandal, remains to be seen," he says.
Tilley calls the pope's accomplishments remarkable. "He was a major factor in the undermining of
Communism in his native Poland and throughout Eastern Europe. He met and prayed at Assisi
along with religious leaders of other traditions. His travels are almost legendary. At the height of
his popularity, millions rallied to hear Masses he celebrated. Many of his encyclical letters are
landmarks. His writings, both formal and informal, will stand the test of time. His spirituality
and active participation in ending the Cold War should never be forgotten."
On the flip side, Tilley believes the pope has been too rigid, particularly on discussion of issues
such as the ordination of women and the celibacy of priests. "The administrative structure of the
church has become more centralized, and many theologians believe that, however open he is to the
outside world, John Paul II has treated the church as if it requires unbending conformity. From the
refusal to allow alcoholic priests to use grape juice in lieu of wine at Mass, to the demand that
priests and nuns remove themselves from political office -whether in Nicaragua, the United
States or Europe- conformity has been the watchword of this pontificate."
Call Terry Tilley at (937) 228-7122 or 475-4175 or e-mail Terrence.Tilley@notes.udayton.edu.
AN AMERICAN VIEWPOINT- Although he is "enormously popular" in the U.S., the pope has
critics, too, says Sandra Yocum Mize, chair of religious studies at the University of Dayton. "Some
people who strongly support his positions, particularly in social justice issues, might at the same
time disagree with him on others, such as maintaining a celibate priesthood and refusing the
ordination of women," says Yocum Mize, who teaches a class on the U.S. Catholic experience.
"Some American Catholics - one vocal subset - see the pope's positions as a retrenchment of
the church in standards that pre-date Vatican II, while another vocal group is equally critical of
modern culture and see the pope in a positive light as he confronted the 'culture of death,"' she
says. What remains unclear is the long-term influence of his theological perspectives. "There now
exists a significant body of his writings responding to so many important cultural, economic and
social issues in the light of the Gospel as well as reflections on basic teachings on faith and
morals. How,others will carry on John Paul IT's theological legacy is difficult to predict, but no
doubt his influence will be evident in years to come," she says.
As for young Catholics, "I think there is at least some evidence that young people identify
themselves very strongly with a Catholicism you might call more traditional. They find themselves
attracted to the challenges the pope issued - a challenge to chastity, to bring Christ into the
world, to stand against abortion, to stand for the poor and against other kinds of social injustice.
Their expression of these commitments are often coupled with very self-consciously Catholic forms
of devotion such as adoration of the Eucharist and praying the rosary. They are not a majority,
but they are a visible and vocal minority, certainly on many Catholic college campuses," she says.
Call Sandra Yocum Mize at (937) 229-4321 or e-mail Sandra.Yocum-Mize@notes.udayton.edu.
CHALLENGES AHEAD- While Pope John Paul II "has been nothing less than magnificent on
the world stage," his successor should "stay home long enough" to reorganize the Roman
congregations and make them responsive to local churches throughout the world," says the Rev.
James L. Heft, S.M., professor of faith and culture and chancellor at the University of Dayton.
One of the major issues the Catholic church faces is how to "enculturate" itself in the many
different parts of the world where it has local churches. "If one diversifies and allows local
churches greater latitude, chaos ensues. The Catholic church since the Reformation, and especially
since the middle of the 19th century, has sustained a strong central authority," he says.
The church's dialogue between world religions must continue. "John Paul II has done a great deal
to move that dialogue ahead. Thank God this pope has been a world leader in that area."
Call Father Jim Heft at (937) 229-2105 or e-mail heft@udayton.edu.

